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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: Case No.: 19-75 


FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


) 
) 
SHANANNE EDWARDS, DVM : 
) AND ORDER 
) 
) 


Holder of License No. 1969 


For the practice of Veterinary 
Medicine in the State of Arizona, 


Respondent. 


On September 18, 2019 and October 16, 2019, the Arizona State 
Veterinary Medical Examining Board conducted an Informal Interview 
regarding ShanAnne Edwards, DVM (“Respondent”). The proceedings in this 
matter are governed by A.R.S. § 32-2234 (A). Respondent was advised of her 


right to legal counsel by letter, appeared, and participated in the Informal 


Interview with counsel, David Stoll. The Board reviewed all documents. 


submitted regarding this matter, took testimony from Respondent, and 
proceeded as is permitted by A.R.S. § 32-2234 (A). 

Following the Informal Interview and the Board’s discussion of the 
information and documents submitted, the Board determined that 
Respondent’s conduct constituted an saninciaive violation pursuant 32-2233 
(B) (3) Minor records violations that are routine entries into a medical record 
and that do not affect the diagnosis or care of the animal. After considering all 
of the information and testimony, the Board issues the following Findings of Fact, 


Conclusions of Law and Order, (“Order”). 


FINDINGS OF FACT 
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1. Respondent is the holder of License No. 1969 issued on January 26, 1990 
and is therefore authorized to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in 
the State of Arizona. 

2. On August 4, 2016, “Cali,” an 8-month-old female Miniature Dachshund 
was presented to Respondent for exam and vaccines. Upon exam, the dog 
had a weight = 4 pounds, 6 ounces, a heart rate = 100bpm, a respiration rate = 
20 — 35rpm; no temperature noted. Respondent noted the dog had non- 
attached rear dewclaws. She recommended removal at the time the dog was 
spayed. Interceptor Brown was dispensed. 

3. On January 18, 2017, the dog was presented to Respondent for an 
ovariectomy and rear dewclaw removal. On the surgical intake form, spay was 
scratched out and “OVE selected” was written in. According to Respondent, 
the risks associated with any surgery are explained to the pet owners the day 
orior to the surgery and she also explains that she does not remove the uterus 
unless it is necessary at the surgical consultation. 

4. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 8 pound, 2 ounces, a temperature = 
103 degrees, a heart rate = 120 — 140bpm and a respiration rate = 20 - 24rpom. 
An IV catheter was placed and Normasol fluids were administered. The dog 
was given metacam SQ and was pre-medicated with acepromazine and 
midazolam SQ; induced with ketamine and valium IV; and: maintained on 
isoflurane and oxygen. Respondent stated she performed a_ routine 
ovariectomy: 

A small incision is made in the linea near the umbilicus, large enough to 

insert one finger. The right ovary is palpated, grasped, and exteriorized by 


strumming the ovarian ligament fo release the ovary. Sometimes sharp 
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dissection is used and occasionally a spay hook is used to grasp the horn 
and ovary. A hemostat is placed proximal to the ovary and two or more 
ligatures of absorbable suture are placed proximal to the hemostat and fhe 
pedicle is transected between fhese and the hemostat. A hemosfat is 
placed distal to the ovary, occasionally over the tip of fhe uferine horn, and 
two or more ligatures of absorbable suture are placed distal to the hemostat 
and transection is between these and the hemostat. Examination for control 
of bleeding of the pedicles is performed and the process is repeated with 


the left ovary. Every attempt is made to keep the incision as tiny as possible 


and every attempt to minimize trauma is made. Examination of the ovaries is 


made prior fo disposal. Closure is in three layers. Post-operative laser is 

performed. 

5. The rear dewclaws were also removed and closed with 2-0 braunamid. 
Light bandages were applied. The dog was discharged later that day with 
Amoxicillin and metacam. Instructions were given to change bandages in 5 
days if needed and suture removal in 8 -10 days. 

6. On January 26, 2017, the dog returned for suture removal and toe nail 
trim. 

7. On September 7, 2017, the dog was presented to Respondent to have 
vaccines, ears checked and a toe nail trim. The dog was examined, 
vaccinated, provided a fluoride treatment, anal gland expression and a toe 
nail trim. The dog was discharged. 

8. On October 5, 2017, the dog was presented to Respondent fo have a 
lump evaluated. Respondent examined the dog and noted a floating rib and a 


small piece of fat at the umbilicus that could be slowly pushed flatter between 
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top of incision and umbilicus. Complainants were instructed to monitor for 
hernia development. 

9. On October 26, 2017, the dog presented to Respondent on emergency to 
check the left rear foot. The dog had been licking and chewing at the foot. No 
exam was performed. Respondent noted several grass awns on the left and 
right rear feet — interdigital and between pads — several were pulled. 

10. On November 21, 2017, the dog was presented to Respondent with 
swelling of the left rear foot. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 9 pounds, 2 
ounces and a heart rate = 104b pm; no temperature, respiration rate or general 
condition documented in the medical record. Respondent noted a grass awn 
interdigital fistula in the left rear foot of toes 3 and 4 with swelling. Numerous 
grass awns were removed aad a light bandage was placed. There was mild 
vaginitis present — no foreign body seen. The dog was discharged with 
Amoxicillin. 

11. On September 22, 2018, the dog was presented to Dr. Benetiz aft St. 
Mary's Animal Clinic due to vulvar discharge and swelling on the abdomen. 
Complainants reported that the dog had been spayed about 1.5 years ago at 
another premises. The dog was examined and a soft fluctuant fat like 
subcutaneous mass was noted between midline and left 2nd mammary gland. 
Also noted was a small amount of discharge from vulva. If was decided to 
monitor the soft mass at that time and treat the discharge as a bladder 
infection. Antibiotics were dispensed and the dog was discharged. 

12. On September 24, 2018, the dog was presented to Dr. Fender, Dr. 
Benetiz’s associate, for a recheck. The dog's vulva was swollen with watery 


bloody discharge. Dr. Fender commented that it looked like the dog was in 
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heat. However, it was possible the dog had vaginitis from trauma or urinary 
tract infection. Dr. Fender stated that if the issue resolves in 2 — 3 weeks and 
recurs in 5-6 months, he would consider a possible retained ovarian pedicle. 

13. On April 10, 2019, the dog was presented to Dr. Fender due to vaginal 
discharge for 2 - 3 weeks. Dr. Fender examined the dog and noted that she 
appeared to be having an estrus cycle every 6 months. He recommended an 
abdominal exploratory for possible retained ovaries as a piece could have 
been left behind during the spay procedure. 

14. On April 23, 2019, the dog was dropped off to Dr. Fender for exploratory 
surgery. The dog had continuing symptoms of estrus. Dr. Fender noted there 
was a small reducible hernia mid scar. He entered the abdomen expecting to 
search for a retained ovary, however, he stated he found a fully intact female 
reproductive tract. Dr. Fender explained that the dog's leff and right ovaries 
were both in normal locations with normal attachments via ligaments. Both her 
ovaries appeared to have cysts on them and both uterine horns were fully 
intact and in normal anatomic position, down to the normal appearing uterine 
body and normal appearing cervix. Dr. Fender spayed the dog and extended 
the incision over the previous scar to close the hernia associated with the 
previous scar. The dog's incision was closed. 

15. After the procedure, which was witnessed by his associate, Dr. Maillard, 
Dr. Fender took pictures of the reproductive organs and saved them in formalin. 
He then contacted Complainants to report what he found during the 
exploratory. The dog was discharged that afternoon. 

16. Respondent stated in her narrative that she is confident she removed the 


ovaries in the dog. Complainants continued to bring the dog in for a year for 
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vaccines and other issues and at no time were there concerns about the 
ovariectomy. Respondent commented that it could be possible that a remnant 
of ovarian tissue had been left despite good surgical technique and 
procedures she has in place to double check surgeries. 


17. Dr. Fender sent the tissue in for histopathology. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
18. The Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board has jurisdiction 
over this matter pursuant fo A.R.S. § 32-2201, ei seq. 
19. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2233 (B) (3) Minor records violations that are 
routine entries into a medical record and that do not affect the diagnosis or 


care of the animal. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 
ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 1969, pay a civil penalty of five 
hundred ($500) within ninety (90) days of the effective date of the Board Order. 
Civil penalty shall be made payable to the Arizona State Veterinary Medical 
Examining Board and is to be paid by cashier's check or money order. 

1. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

2. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 

3. This Order is conclusive evidence of the matters described and may be 
considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction in the event a 


subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates any term of this 
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Order, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal Interview or Formal 
Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary action authorized by law, 


including suspension or revocation of Respondent's license. 


REHEARING/APPEAL RIGHTS 

Respondent has the right to petition for a rehearing or review of this Order. 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234 (H) and § 41-1092.09 the petition must be filed with 
the Board within thirty-five (35) days from the date of mailing if the Order was 
served via certified mail. Pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (C}, the petition must set 
forth legally sufficient reasons for granting the rehearing or review. The filing of 
a petition for rehearing or review is required to preserve any rights of appeal to 
the Superior Court that the party may wish to pursue. 

This Order shall be effective and in force upon the expiration of the above 
time period for filing a motion for rehearing or review with the Board. However, 
the timely filing of a motion for rehearing or review shall stay the enforcement 
of the Board's Order, unless, pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (F), ihe Board has 
expressly found good cause to believe that this Order shall be effectively 


immediately upon the issuance and has so stated in this Order. 


Dated this_ZI** day of (nto fier, 2019. 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
Jim Loughead 
Chairman 


By: Sen Worn : 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 
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Original of the foregoing filed this Zit day of Onto bir , 2019 


with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return receipt mail 
this 215" dayof _ (ee , 2019 to: 


ShanAnne Edwards, DVM 
Adaress on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 
this 24° dayof _ MeteSe. , 2019 to: 


David Stoll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwariz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


By: YN eevee 


Board Staff 
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